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 Earth & Environmental Science Syllabus

Mr. Whitaker
Fall 2016
Harnett Central High School

Contact info: 

Email: cwhitaker@harnett.k12.nc.us
Website: whitakerearthscience.weebly.com
Phone: (919) 639-6161 ext. 828
Course Textbook:  There is a set of textbooks available at school. Students can request to check out the textbooks and take home on a nightly basis. There is an online textbook available with additional resources. 
(https://connected.mcgraw-hill.com/connected/login.do)
Course Description: Earth Science is a course in which students will engage in scientific inquiry, demonstrate proficiency in scientific disciplines, and acquire the facts, concepts, principles and approaches through which he/she can understand the earth, its inhabitants and its relationship to the universe.  
Curriculum: There are five major areas of study in this course:

· Astronomy is the study of objects beyond Earth’s atmosphere. This includes structure of the Earth, Moon, Sun system, planets, stars, and galaxies. 
· Earth’s lithosphere is the rigid outer shell of the planet and includes the crust and the solid, uppermost part of the layer below the crust, the mantle. This includes the study of rocks, plate tectonics, volcanoes, and earthquakes.

· The hydrosphere consists of the water in Earth’s oceans, seas, lakes, rivers, and glaciers, as well as the water in the atmosphere.

· The atmosphere is the blanket of gases that surrounds our planet. This includes the study of its structure, weather, climate, and atmospheric energy. 

· The biosphere includes all organisms on Earth as well as the environments in which they live.

Course Scope and Sequence:

	           1st Six Weeks
	          2nd Six Weeks
	          3rd Six Weeks

	General Science; lab safety, scientific method, graphs/charts, literacy practice, and difference branches of Earth Science. 
Astronomy; universe/galaxy, solar system, Earth’s placement, and Sun-Earth-Moon relationship 
Lithosphere; plate tectonics, volcanoes, rock cycle
	Lithosphere; earthquakes, seismic activity/mountain building, weathering/erosion, soil formation/types, human impact/land use, traditional energy sources
Hydrosphere; water cycle, groundwater, surface water, heat transfer, water quality, ocean water, coastal climates, human impact
	Atmosphere; layers/composition, temperature, rainfall, wind/jet streams, storm systems, weather maps, ozone layer, global warming, air quality, human impact
Biosphere; alternative energy resources, abiotic vs. biotic, biomes, sustainable techniques, human impact 


Student Materials: 5-subject notebook (vinyl cover), agenda book, pencils/pens/highlighters/colored pencils, glue, basic inexpensive calculator
Grading for Each Six Week Period:
· Learning Activities (Classwork, Homework) 
30%

· Formative Assessment (Labs, Quizzes)

30%

· Summative Assessment (Tests) 


40%

Grading Scale:              A = 100-90                B = 89-80              C = 79-70               D = 69-60              F= 59 and below 
Final Course Grade:     1st 6 weeks – 25%              2nd 6 weeks – 25%            3rd 6 weeks – 25%           Final Exam 25% 

INTERACTIVE NOTEBOOK: All assignments, quizzes, labs, etc. are to be glued into a 5-subject notebook. It is imperative to have the notebook on the second day of class or you will quickly fall behind. There will be notebook checks every 1-2 weeks for a classwork grade. 
TESTS and QUIZZES:  You will have at least a 2 day notice. Tests will normally be scheduled on Tuesdays. If you are absent the day before the exam for a review but new material is NOT presented you will still be required to take the test.  It is your responsibility to review!! Please note that this course is comprehensive (expected to understand previous material throughout the semester). You will have a minimum of 2 tests per 6 week term and expect to have 2 quizzes per week. There will be “pop quizzes” given randomly to determine student preparedness for the final exam. 
LABS/PROJECTS: These assignments provide an opportunity for you to keep your grade up if you do poorly on tests. Labs are discovery and reinforcement activities used to enhance your experience in Earth Science. Lab safety is critical and you MUST abide by all lab safety rules in order to get credit. Failure to abide by the safety precautions and instructions during the lab will result in removal from the lab and receive a zero. You must have a Lab Safety Guidelines and Acknowledgement signed by yourself and parent/guardian on file before you will be allowed to participate in a lab exercise.
CLASSWORK/HOMEWORK: Classroom assignments may be checked for completion by the teacher or turned in for credit. All unfinished classroom assignments become homework if you were unable to complete it during class time. There will be assigned homework in addition to classroom assignments. All classroom and homework assignments are due the next day of class unless instructed otherwise. Assignments are due immediately upon entering the classroom and please have last night’s homework on your desk when class begins. However, there may be extreme circumstances that occur which prevent your work from being turned in on time. In that case, provide a note from a parental guardian and please discuss it with me before or after class. 
MAKE UP WORK: Students may use their time after school, during lunch, PowerBlock, or class to make up a test or quiz. If there is a particular issue then we will discuss it and come to an agreement. Lap reports, projects, or any other long term assignments are expected to be turned in prior to or on the original due date. If they are late the teacher will announce in advance whether they will NOT be accepted or the assignment will drop a letter grade for every day late. 
CLASS PARTICIPATION: Your participation in this class is fundamental to your education growth and success. You should ask questions for clarification, embellishment, illustrations and examples, or just out of curiosity. It is also important to share your thoughts, ideas, opinions, and personal examples and experiences that pertain to the topic of discussion.   
CLASSROOM POLICIES:
1. Respectful Communication- all students will be polite and respectful towards all other students and the teacher at all times. You are to remain QUIET while the teacher is talking or when someone else is addressing the class. Inappropriate language will not be tolerated, this includes comments concerning race, gender, sexuality, political views or any other topic. Your behavior in class and lab is expected to be good natured, courteous, mature, and respectable towards all others. 
· Being Recognized in Class: students will speak in class only when they raise their hand to ask a content related question or I ask a question and students respond. Students are to refrain from asking questions while I am giving the class instructions and wait until instructions have been given. 

· Getting Attention of the Class: when I need to quiet the class, I will raise my hand and start counting to 5. That will be a signal to make eye contact with me, stop talking, and await instructions. Consequences will be made if there are students still talking once I have reached 5. 
2. Physical Contact- the only time physical contact is permitted between students is when they shake hands, high five, or fist bump when they do extremely well in class, or when they are passing materials to one another.

3. Movement in the Classroom- students may get up to sharpen their pencil or grab a tissue at any time during class as long as they do so quietly and do not disrupt any other student’s from learning. Please do not throw trash away until the end of class. 
4. Movement of Materials- nothing will ever go airborne in class at any time. This includes pens, paper, and other students. Please pass things from one student to the next in a responsible manner. 

5. Cleanliness of Classroom- students are expected to keep their areas clean. Do not write on desks and please do not leave any trash in your area once you leave the classroom. There will be absolutely no eating or drinking (except water bottles) in class, with the exception of medical conditions. All bags are to be kept under the desks and out of the way of foot traffic. 
6. Electronic Devices- the use of electronic devices is strictly prohibited.  After one warning, it will be confiscated, given to an assistant principal and parents/guardians will have to reclaim it. Students will have a designated Google Chromebook, which they will be responsible for taking care of throughout the semester. Parents and students will be required to sign an accountability agreement to ensure these devices will be handled with care. 
7. Beginning of Class- students will come into the classroom without causing a ruckus. Leave the drama at the door and your conversations in the hall. If you do NOT walk in the room appropriately, you will be asked to try again. All materials should be prepared for class (pencils sharpened, trash thrown away, and notebooks/homework on the desk). 
8. 20/20 Rule- to ensure classes are focused on learning, no students will be allowed in the halls during the first 20 or last 20 minutes of class. Therefore, please take care of your water and restroom needs prior to or after class. The teacher may regularly allow a 2 minute break halfway through the class for restroom and water needs. In the case of an emergency, there will be a bathroom pass used to take to the bathroom and returned. 
9. Absences- Upon return from an absence, you will need an “admittance slip” from the Attendance Office to gain access to the classroom. After 3 accumulative absences, a warning notice will be sent to your parent/guardian to inform them of your risk of losing credit for the course due to excessive absences. Warning! If you exceed 7 absences (both excused and unexcused) you are at risk of failing the class and not receiving course credit. 

· Following an absence, it is YOUR RESPONSIBILITY to obtain any missed assignments and to make up any missed quizzes and/or tests. There is no excuse for anyone not completing their makeup work in a timely manner following an absence. Do not come back from an absence and assume I will approach you with the missing assignments. 
· Late work is subject to grade reduction at the discretion of the teacher. 

· You can access past assignments on the teacher’s website.  
10. Academic Integrity- cheating on tests, quizzes, or any other assignment, will result in a “0” on that assignment and automatic parent notification. Students are expected to DO THEIR OWN WORK AT ALL TIMES!!  Students will be allowed to work in groups, but all write ups and graded assignments must be done individually (unless specifically stated by the teacher).
11. Tardy: A student is counted tardy if he/she is not in his/her designated seat when the tardy bell rings. When entering the class after the tardy bell, you will need to immediately sign the tardy list, provide a note from another teacher or administer, and proceed to your assigned seat quickly and quietly without disturbing the class anymore. Students who miss 15 minutes or more of a class may be referred to the office for skipping class. See the HCHS Tardy Policy for specific details. The policy will be strictly enforced! 


1st
Verbal warning

2nd-7th  
Lunch detention that day

8th 
5 days lunch detention  

9th 
OSS until parent conference  

10th 
2 days OSS 

11th 
3 days OSS   

12. Bullying: You can report a bullying incident from the school’s website. The link is located on the school’s front webpage, scroll down to the bottom and on the left hand side.  Please try to include as much information as possible so that the proper authorities can identify the people involved and address the incident appropriately.  While you can report a bullying incident anonymously, including your name is strongly preferred.  If you're a student or youth, don't forget to talk to your parents or guardians about the incident. If you're being threatened, contact local police immediately or have your parents call them for you. Incident reports are confidential and viewable only by school staff. It is unlawful to make false accusations. Your computer's IP address is being recorded and can be traced. 
Expectations for all Students:

· Every student will participate in class every day.
· Every student will take responsibility for his/her behavior and choices.

· Every student will complete all assignments on time

· Every student will comply at all times with county, school, classroom rules, and all teacher instructions.
Student/Parent Agreement
To the parents/legal guardians:


Your student will be held to a high standard of responsibility in my classroom this year. If you ever fear they may not be handling the coursework, please email me. As their teacher, I will be monitoring your child’s progress and provide you with reports whenever you desire. 

After reading the entire syllabus, please sign this agreement below acknowledging that you have read it and your child will abide by the rules/policies of the class and labs. Your child must return this portion to class within two school days of receiving the syllabus. The rest of the syllabus should be glued into the interactive notebook. 

Thank you!

Students: I have read the rules and procedures in the Earth & Environmental Science syllabus and understand them.  I will honor these rules and procedures while in Mr. Whitaker’s class.
Student Name:__________________________________    

Student Signature: ______________________________________    Date:_______________

	
	Course
	Teacher

	1st Period
	
	

	2nd Period
	
	

	3rd Period
	
	

	4th Period
	
	


Student Schedule:




Extracurricular Activities: ____________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

Hobbies/Interests: ___________________________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

Class Expectations: 

· What is a strength you have in science? __________________________________________________________

· What is a weakness you have in science? _________________________________________________________

· What are your semester goals for this class?_______________________________________________________
Allergies/ Other Health Concerns: ______________________________________________________________________

__________________________________________________________________________________________________

Parents/Guardians: I have discussed the rules and procedures in the Earth & Environmental Science Syllabus with my child. I understand and will support them.

Parent/Guardian Name(s): __________________________________________________________________

Parent/Guardian Signature: ______________________________________    Date: ______________
Contact info:

Home #:______________________________

Work #:______________________________

Email Address: _________________________________________________
